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The territorial government 
has added a new vehicle to its 
fleet and no, it is not a gas-guz-
zling pickup truck. On March 
31, the GNWT took over the 
lease from Arctic Energy Alli-
ance of a 2015 Chevrolet Volt, 

fully electric car. Louie Azzo-
lini, executive director of the 
alliance, said after about a year 
and a half using the vehicle, 
the organization was unhappy 
to see it go. He added the car 
had served the organization 
well but it just didn't have the 
funding to keep it.

"In town, in the summer, 
we were pretty well exclu-
sively running on batteries. 
That has a lot of appeal to an 
organization that's in the busi-
ness of reducing greenhouse 
gas emissions," Azzolini said. 
"The technology of the vehicle  
is second to none."

Azzolini said there is still 
a charging station at Arctic 
Energy Alliance, meaning 
that if an electric car was 
driven into Yellowknife and 
needed charging, it could be 
done there. The car was put 
to good use in the year and 
a half or so the organization  

had it, said Azzolini.
"We do home-energy aud-

its and used it to do those 
in and around Yellowknife," 
Azzolini said. "We also took 
it on a promotional trip south 
of Great Slave Lake. We got 
into almost every community 
south of the lake that we could 
access. People loved it. The 
idea that you could run a car 
on electricity is pretty mind-
blowing."

Azzolini added the vehicle 
operates best when the weather 
is warm. 

"(In) wintertime we were 
running a lot of fuel because 
the battery had to charge more 
often. In the winter you get 
comparable gas mileage to a 
four cylinder car. The batter-
ies don't last as long and the 
charge isn't as rich in the win-
ter."

Azzolini said this car is 
one of two types of electric 
vehicles available to the public. 
It is referred to as a plug-in 
hybrid (PHEV), meaning, like 
the name suggests, it can be 
plugged in and therefore is 
more able to rely on the battery 
to power the vehicle for longer 
distances. The vehicle still has 
a combustion engine or gen-
erator to allow for long-range 
driving, said Azzolini. 

This particular vehicle's 
internal combustion engine 
generates electricity for 
the electric motor and does 
not mechanically power the 
vehicle. It can drive on only 
electricity until the battery is 
depleted. After that, the engine 

will generate the electricity.  
"That's the beauty of it. It's 

engine is not a power train, 
it's a charge train," Azzolini 
said. "The engine is the gen-
erator and when your battery 
starts running low – the car 
already knows this so it turns 
on the generator which charges 
your battery. It uses the least 
amount of fuel it can use."

The other type of electric 
vehicles are known as hybrid 
electric vehicles or HEVs. 
They are essentially gasoline 
powered vehicles that use the 
battery to help with fuel effi-
ciency, according to Azzolini. 

He said that by helping 
introduce the NWT driving 
public to this electric car, he is 
optimistic people have seen its 
benefits. He said he knows of 
only two other similar electric 
vehicles in the territory. 

Mike Burns, assistant dep-
uty minister of Public Works 
and Services, said the GNWT 
funded the car all along and 
his department has now taken 
over the lease from Arctic 
Energy Alliance.

"The vehicle is low mile-
age and it's in good shape. 
It'll essentially fulfill the role 
of a fleet vehicle now," Burns 
said. "It'll offset the purchase 
of another vehicle and will 
replace a vehicle which we will 
now retire." Burns added that 
GNWT employees are being 
trained to operate the vehicle 
and assessments will even-
tually be made on the costs 
involved in driving and main-
taining the vehicle.

Arctic Energy Alliance used Chevy Volt for the past year and a half;  
official says it worked like a charm and reduced organization's carbon footprint

Electric car added to GNWT fleet

by John McFadden 
Northern News Services

photo courtesy of the Department of Public Works and Services

This 2015 Chevrolet Volt fully electric car is now part of the fleet with the territorial government's Public Works Department. The department took over the lease from 
Arctic Energy Alliance on March 31. The alliance has used the vehicle for the past year and a half to get to and from its home energy audits in and around Yellowknife. 
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Those who want to eat 
locally harvested fish have to 
look no further than certain 
grocery store signs and restau-
rant menus thanks to a GNWT 
program aimed primarily at 
boosting the Great Slave Lake 
fishing industry. 

The industry has slowed 
in recent years, although the 
department has been undertak-
ing efforts to boost it, including 
plans for a new fish processing 
plant in Hay River. 

As more people seek ways 
to eat locally grown or harvest-
ed products,  the logo launched 
by the Department of Industry, 
Tourism and Investment last 
year is one way to know where 
to go when shopping or din-
ing out. 

The GNWT began a cam-
paign to brand shop-signs and 
restaurant menus with NWT 
Fresh Fish.

Department spokesperson 
Drew Williams said it's largely 
aimed at promoting the fishing 
industry in the territory.

"In essence it comes more 
from a business side than from 
a healthy eating and Earth 
side, although they're all sort 
of wrapped in there together," 
he said. 

The logo indicates the fish 
has been caught in Great Slave 
Lake by fishermen in the area. 

"You're getting a product 
that is is fresh out of the lake," 
Williams said, adding that the 
lake is full of the best tasting 
fish in Western Canada. 

Those that use the logo 
include the Yellowknife Co-op, 
Luluz Market and Great Slave 
Fish Products. 

Dale Bardeau at The Cellar 
Bar and Grill said the res-
taurant has patrons that spe-
cifically come in to dine on 
the freshly harvested, pan fried 
whitefish. 

While the current menu 
doesn't have the logo, he said 
the restaurant does have people 
who ask about fresh fish – par-
ticularly tourists. 

"I get tons of people com-
ing in here looking for fresh, 
local fish and bison as well," 
he said. "I'd prefer to purchase 
from within the city if at all 
possible with a lot of my stuff 
but unfortunately I do have 
to source it from down south 
for things like pickerel. The 
whitefish will always be local."

Tracy Therrien, general 
manager of the Northern Fron-
tier Visitors Centre, said while 
not many visitors coming 
through their doors ask about 
where to get fresh fish, when 
they do, employees direct them 
to restaurants or locations that 
offer it.

"We cannot promote our 
fish enough. Any opportunity 
we have to promote our fish is 
great," Therrien said. 

The visitors centre will be 
using Great Slave Lake white-
fish for its Great Northern 
Shore Lunch Cook-Off on June 
4. The event is a fundraiser for 
the centre. 

GNWT program aimed at improving fishing industry also helps proponents of eating local

With a logo, a chance to eat local
by Shane Magee

Northern News Services

Shane Magee/NNSL photo

Jeff Kincaid, business 
development manager 
at the Yellowknife Co-op, 
rearranges the store's 
display of fresh fish. 
The store is one of the 
organizations that takes 
advantage of the terri-
torial government's NWT 
Fresh Fish campaign.
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The past year has marked 
a shift in several aspects of 
recycling in the city, from a 
new way to reuse construction 
materials to the GNWT's elec-
tronics recycling system.

No matter the changes, 
those running the city's land-
fill say everything diverted is 
money saved. 

"Everything you throw 
away has a cost to it," said 
Wendy Alexander, manager of 
public works and engineering, 
in a recent interview. 

Electronics once taken to 
the landfill now go to The 
Bottle Shop on Old Airport 
road for free to be recycled.

The change came this year 
as the GNWT began an elec-
tronics recycling program, 
which includes fees when 
buying certain items like tele-
visions. The fees are intended 
to cover the cost of the pro-
gram. 

Items accepted include 
computers, printers, monitors 
and batteries – although not 
vehicle batteries.

Electronics are diverted 
because when left in a landfill 
or just dumped outside and 
exposed to the elements, the 
items can leach harmful chem-
icals. 

Recycling helps not only 
reuse materials but also helps 
the pocketbooks of city tax-
payers. 

"It does cost a lot of money 
to build a new landfill cell," 
Alexander said, adding that 
dealing with waste is a large 
expense for the city.

Landfill expansion coming 
This year, construction will 

take place to expand the city's 
landfill. At the end of March, 
a tender was issued for con-
struction of a new landfill cell, 

which is estimated to cost $3.5 
million, half paid for from fed-
eral Gas Tax funds.

The landfill uses a bailing 
system for the garbage that 
compacts it, saving space. 

Landfill cells these days 
are built to contain any runoff 
that flows through the garbage. 

Once a cell fills up it is 
capped and various other steps 
are taken, such as monitoring 
for landfill gas. 

The gas is the byproduct 
of the breakdown of materi-
als in the landfill and can be 
explosive. 

Requirements for the new 
cell include groundwater mon-
itoring wells upstream and 
downstream to ensure the lin-
ers are working. Those wells 
are included in the project cost. 

The cell is projected to last 
five years, then a new cell will 
be needed to take in the city's 
waste. 

The amount diverted from 
the landfill in 2014 was up just 
slightly – from 16.1 to 16.4 
per cent. 

While not a huge increase,  
Alexander said any waste that 
can be diverted by recycling 
will help extend the landfill's 
lifespan.

In 2014, the most recent 
year data is available, the city 
shipped 3,386.72 metric tonnes 
of material south for recycling. 

However, Alexander cau-
tioned that figure is inflated 
because of a large shipment of 
steel, making up 2,151 metric 
tonnes of the total. 

The remainder was 1,128 
tonnes of paper and plastic, 47 
tonnes of electronic waste, 20 
tonnes of hazardous waste and 
39 tonnes of batteries.

Construction materials 
accepted

Also new since Earth 
Week last year is the Habitat 
for Humanity ReStore facil-
ity near the landfill, which 
accepts construction material 
that is sold. The profit is used 
to help fund future Habitat 
projects. 

The city hands out awards 
in recognition of those who 
have made an extra special 
effort to recycle. 

Last year, those awards 
went to Lee Gresty at Mil-
dred Hall School, Lindy Car-
penter, the Ecole St. Joseph 
School Recyclers, a group of 
four Range Lake North School 
students, St. Patrick High 
School's life skills class, and 
Kim McKnight and the Green 
Team at N.J. Macpherson 
School.

The city was expected to 
hand out awards on Wednes-
day at the Earth Week 
Solid Waste Public Forum 
at city hall.

Changes to recycling  
this past year includes 
electronics recycling,  
construction material  

diversion

City's landfill to expand this year

by Shane Magee 
Northern News Services

Shane Magee/NNSL photo

The city's landfill is set to expand this year at a projected cost of $3.5 million. Recycling can save space 
for waste that should be in the landfill, extending its expected lifespan. 
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Ecology North is marking 
Earth Week with a week's 
worth of events that run 
through Sunday.

Dawn Tremblay, the 
project officer for Ecology 
North, says all events are 
free but donations are kindly 
appreciated.

"We (were set to kick it) 
off with our annual fish fry 
and we are finishing up the 
week on the weekend with 
our big coffee house," Trem-
blay said.  "In between, we 
have everything from movie 
nights to a bike tune-up event, 
a clothing swap and a solid 
waste forum."

She said there will also 
be a silent auction and a live 
auction. 

Tremblay said there is a lot 
to look forward to for Earth 
Week, not just the events. 

"First of all it happens in 
the spring so it gives us the 
opportunity to look forward 
to the changing season and 
celebrate the Earth and reflect 
on the impact that we have on 
our planet whether it's posi-
tive or negative," she said. 
"And things we can change or 
behaviours we can celebrate 
and share with each other."          

She said climate change is 
something people have come 

to recognize and that people 
have to start taking seriously.  

"It's a topic that often we 
end up feeling bad about 
because we don't know what 
we can do and it seems a little 
out of our hands," she said. 

"But I think Earth Week 
is an important chance to 
remember there is something 
each and every one of us can 
do about it."

She said people will have 
to adapt to climate change –
the effects of which are more 
visible in the North.

"This winter has been 
really mild but there are also 
species that are changing," 
she said. "We know it's hap-
pening and so I think it's just 
a matter of finding ways and 

pressuring our governments 
to make policies that will pro-
tect our environment into the 
future." 

What she is most looking 
forward to about this week is 
watching people have fun at 
all the events.  

"The coffee house always 
brings out a lot of people 
because it's really family 
friendly," she said. "It's always 
good to see people sharing 
and learning and enjoying 
themselves."

Coffee house marks 45th
The coffee house is at 

Northern United Place on 
Saturday between 6:30 and 
9:30 p.m., and marks Ecology 
North's 45th birthday. 

Yellowknife resident Bill 
Hill has been to about two 
or three Earth Week celebra-
tions in his life. 

"Earth Week is important 
to help create a better con-
ciseness of the environment," 
said Hill. 

He said he might attend 
some of the events for this 
year's Earth Week. 

"I don't celebrate Earth 
Week by doing anything 
in particular," Hill said. 
"Because turning off the light 
when you leave the room, 
not running the water ... are 
things I am already doing.

"I guess the main pur-
pose of Earth Week is to 
reach the people who don't 
already do that."

Ecology North is hosting a range of activities through Sunday

Earth Week events abundant 
by Jessica Phillips 

Northern News Services

Jessica Phillips/ NNSL photo

Dawn Tremblay, the project officer for Ecology 
North, holds the schedule for last year's Earth 
Week.
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 Joyce Gilchrist says gar-
deners are getting set to take 
advantage of the little arable 
soil available in the city to 
grow their own tomatoes. 

The volunteer teacher 
for the Yellowknife Garden-
ing Collective gave a work-
shop on tomato seed plant-
ing at the library early April, 
where 16 attendees learned 
to plant and raise their own 

Red Alert tomatoes – a type 
of short-season tomato which 
grows from seeds produced 
at Veseys Seeds in Prince 
Edward Island. Gilchrist said 
the fast-growing orbs do well 
in Yellowknife.

"It's a bush tomato but it 
does well even outdoors in 
Yellowknife," said Gilchrist. 
"It takes longer of course than 
it would in a greenhouse."

Gilchrist says she grew 
up in the rural Maritimes 

and moved to Yellowknife in 
1989. 

"We lived in a little rent-
ed house on School Draw 
(Avenue) when we first came 
to Yellowknife, and there was 
a little area there that I could 
start putting a garden in, so 
I started the first year we 
came," she said.

Gardening was a big deal 
for residents in the early days 

Gardening collective holds  
planting workshop at library

Raising tomatoes 
in Yellowknife

by Evan Kiyoshi French 
Northern News Services

Evan Kiyoshi French/NNSL photo

Joyce Gilchrist led a workshop for the Yellowknife Gardening Collective earlier 
this month on how to grow tomatoes. 

Please see 'Serious', page 8
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Reducing input at the 
landfill and making best use 
of the city's organic waste are 
the chief reasons the city is 
working toward a complete 
rollout of its composting pro-
gram in 2017, according to 
one city councillor.

Niels Konge told Yellow-
knifer running the landfill 
is costly and expanding it 
in the future will be even 
more expensive, so any pro-
gram that takes pressure off 
Yellowknife's dump is a boon. 

"Anything that can reduce 
our garbage flow into the 
dump is a good thing," said 
Konge. "Dumps are not 
cheap to operate 
and they're not 
cheap to expand 
and it certainly 
doesn't make a 
lot of sense to 
put all of our 
organic material 
into a dump." 

Wendy Alex-
ander, acting as 
the city's dir-
ector of pub-
lic works, said the first two 
phases of a four-year, phased 
program starting in 2014 
offering compost bins and 
pick-up services to residents 
have already rolled out in the 
Range Lake, Niven-Old Town 
and School Draw areas. She 
said phase three will roll out 
the program to Frame Lake, 
Grace Lake and Hull Crescent 
with the rest of the downtown 
and phase four will bring any 
other single family homes on 
board in 2017. 

"In September and Octo-
ber green bins are delivered 
with an information package 
on the dates of collection and 
what's put in the green bins," 
she said.

The city's Green Cart 
Handout, which describes the 
items suitable for composting 
in the green bins lists food 
scraps including meat, bones 
and dairy products, as well 
as soiled napkins, used tis-
sues and pizza boxes among 
acceptable items. 

Alexander said residents 
don't pay. The green bins are 
provided by the city as part of 
the program, she said. When 
bins are collected the contents 
go to the city's solid waste 
facility for processing. Alex-
ander said the product goes 
on sale on June 6 – from 12 

a.m. to 5 p.m. – at the solid 
waste facility. 

"The compost sale is the 
finished product. So the 
green bin collects all of your 
organic waste and the final 
product we then sell for use in 
your gardens," she said. "And 
it's class-A compost – it's the 
highest quality you can get, 
because we're only putting 
high quality organics into the 
process." 

Konge says he is no gar-
dener – and has never pur-
chased any of the city's com-
post at the annual sales – but 
has heard good things. 

"Apparently it's good  
soil," he said.

Alexander said residents 
need to bring 
their own con-
tainers and 
the compost 
is generally 
sold in one of 
three quanti-
ties. She said 
the prices for 
this year's sale 
will be deter-
mined closer to 
the date but last 

year residents bought 15-litre 
pails of compost for $3.50, 
90 litre garbage cans for $21 
and purchased cubic yards for 
$80 each. 

She said she could not 
recall how much compost was 
sold by the city last year, but 
almost all of it went. 

"Usually there's not much 
left at the end of the sale per-
iod," she said. 

'It's good soil,' says one city 
councillor of program  

that collects food scraps  
and resells as compost 

What's old 
becomes 
new again

by Evan Kiyoshi French 
Northern News Services

NNSL file photo

Peter Houweling, superintendent of the Yellowknife Solid Waste Facility, displays the 120-litre organic 
waste cart, 240-litre trash cart and the kitchen-catcher organic waste bucket being distributed by the city 
in 2014.

"Dumps are 
not cheap to 

operate." 
 Niels Konge

Earth Day 2016
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'Serious about gardening'
after the city was founded, 
said Gilchrist. She said she 
has seen photographs of Fritz 
Thiel Park when it was a com-
munity garden. Gardens were 
also lovingly tended at Con 
Mine and elsewhere in the 
city, she said.

"Certainly from the pic-
tures we see it looks like the 
people in those days were 
serious about gardening," she 
said. "And I can see why, it 
was a lot harder to get fresh 
food up in those days."

These days good food is 

not cheap or nearby, and Gil-
christ said anything residents 
can do to produce food with 
the land available would be 
of benefit.

"I think the fact that we're 
able to grow food locally 
and not have it shipped from 
many miles with trucks or 
planes or whatever, that does 
a bit for our environment right 
there," she said. "But, I think 
also the fact that we can grow 
it organically and know what 
we're putting into the soil. 
It's really healthy. A lot of 
the food that comes in, it 
has pesticides. Most of it is 

healthy I know but it's kind 
of nice to have fresh organic 
food to eat."

Fiona McGregor, a board 
member with the collective 
who helped Gilchrist teach 
the planting workshop, said 
the group has been offering 
the session for the past three 
years. She said she and Gil-
christ were teaching people 
to make biodegradable seed-
planters with scraps of old 
newsprint. 

McGregor said the collect-
ive manages planting in more 
than 200 plots around the city. 

Gilchrist said attendees 

left the workshop with plans 
to plant their budding tomato 
plants near their homes. 

"What we're suggesting 
they do is to plant them in 
big pots and put them on their 
decks or put them in shel-
tered pails they can find. Or 
find a sunny corner near their 
house," she said. 

15-year-old Luke Heal 
said he thought the newspaper 
pots were "pretty neat." 

Heal said he has gardened 
before and enjoys it. 

"I like being able to spend 
time outside," he said. "I like 
growing my own food." 

Raising, from page 6

Evan Kiyoshi French/NNSL photo 

Luke Heal, 15, works on a tomato seed plant-
er fashioned out of scrap newspaper during a 
tomato planting seminar at the library earlier this 
month, run by the Yellowknife Community Garden 
Collective. 
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