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Earth Day marks dec-
ades of efforts to influence 
environmental policy and 
take action to reduce garbage 
production.

So as the community 
marks April 22, it's natural 
to take a closer look at the 
future of the city's solid waste 
facility off the old Highway 4 
that in 2012 received 24,000 
tonnes of material. 

The city is moving toward 
asking the territorial govern-
ment for land to allow its 
solid waste facility to expand 
to meet the city's needs for 
the next century. 

"The idea is to put a plan 
in place for Yellowknifers 
to not have to worry about 
relocating the landfill and 
have a landfill that will be 
available for them for prob-
ably the next 100 years," city 
administrator Dennis Kefalas 
told councillors at the April 
13 municipal services com-
mittee meeting.

According to a staff report 
presented at the meeting, the 
city is eying land to the north 
of the facility up to the Ingra-
ham Trail that surrounds Joe 
Lake.

The report did not state the 
size of parcel, which based on 

a map in the report, would 
be a significant increase 
over the existing waste site's 
750,000 square metres. 
The Commissioner's land 
would be purchased for $1 
from the GNWT. 

The space would allow 
transportation and construc-
tion company Monarch 
Transport's quarry lease in 
the area to be expanded, 
which would allow for future 
landfill growth.

Councillors at the meeting 
approved the recommenda-
tion, which still needs to go to 
council in the coming weeks 
for first reading. 

Planning for landfill fill-up
Last month, the city filed a 

revised interim closure report 
for the solid waste facility. 

The city's water licence 
requires that it submit the 
report to the Mackenzie Val-
ley Land and Water Board at 
least six months before clos-
ure of a cell at the landfill.

A landfill cell is a space 
where trash is compacted.

The original disposal cell, 
near the middle of the facil-
ity, is approaching capacity 
according to the report.

Once a cell fills up, it 
is capped and various other 
steps are taken, such as mon-

itoring for landfill gas. 
The gas is the byproduct 

of the breakdown of materi-
als in the landfill and can be 
explosive. 

The city filed a prelimin-
ary version of the report last 
fall but it was rejected in 
part due to concerns about 
the lack of information about 
landfill gas. 

The recently filed report 
has a section covering the 
topic stating the city has 
hired Dillon Consulting to 
carry out a landfill gas review 
at the facility.

"The recommendations 
from Dillon indicated that 
there are no indications that 
landfill gas is currently an 
issue at the (facility) and that 
the city should continue to 
monitor the issue through site 
observations and monitor-
ing at the baling facility," the 
closure report states.

Chris Greencorn, the dir-
ector of public works and 
engineering, did not return 
requests for comment on this 
story.

Recycling awards,  
energy plan update

Last night, the city was set 
to hold its solid waste forum 
at at city hall last night as part 
of Earth Week. 

It was the first time the 
forum included an update on 
the Community Energy Plan 
and a presentation of certifi-
cates to home builders who 
achieved Energuide 80 levels 
in new residential building 
construction. 

Recycling awards were set 

to have been handed out to 
environmental stewards by 
Mayor Mark Heyck.

"The Solid Waste Public 
Forum is a platform that cele-
brates the current environ-
mental achievements of 
Yellowknifers," Heyck said in 
a statement. "In co-operation 

with residents, the City of 
Yellowknife has implemented 
a number of environmental 
programs that will help us 
build a smart and sustainable 
future."

The event was held after 
press time, so a list of award 
recipients was not available.

Landfill's future planned
City looks to acquire land for the next 100 years to meet garbage needs

by Shane Magee  
Northern News Services

Shane Magee/NNSL photo

The city is planning to ask the GNWT for more land north of its solid waste 
facility to allow for the expansion of the landfill. 

earth day 2015
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Don't ask Terry Pamplin 
to paint a landscape for your 
living room.

"I can't understand people 
who paint pretty pictures," 
Pamplin says shaking his 
head as he reorganizes pieces 
from his latest show. Out-
side, an overcast sky of heavy 
clouds casts a dreary pall over 
his office  – the light mak-
ing many of the politically-
charged pieces seem slightly 
austere. There are no pictur-
esque scenes of wildlife here 
– no bouquets of flowers.

Pamplin divides 
his art into two 
categories: things 
he creates for fun 
and pieces reflect-
ing political issues. 
With Earth Day 
coming up, Yellow-
knifer stopped by to 
chat with Pamplin 
about the environ-
mental slant much 
of his work has 
taken over the years – in par-
ticular, his critique of Giant 
Mine.

As an artist, he says, he 
feels an obligation to the pub-
lic, to use his talent to make a 
difference.

"It's up to us, who have the 
ability … we see things differ-
ently," he said. "People might 
not understand a scientific 
report, but what I can glean 
out of it might help me create 
some image … that's simple 
and people get it right away."

Pamplin said he had never 
heard of Giant Mine or the 
fallout of its production before 
moving to Yellowknife in 
1981, but it didn't take long 
driving back and forth to work 
past the site to pick up on the 
growing tension.

For Pamplin, who says 
he uses art to figure out the 
"contradictory and frustrat-
ing" world around him, he 
was drawn to the mine as a 
subject.

"It was probably the most 
blatant disregard for the 
environment," he said. "If you 
look at the cost of cleanup at 
Giant Mine and what was pro-
duced in profit over the years 
… the cost of the cleanup 
would have outweighed the 
benefit of the mine for its 
whole life."

The first piece Pamplin 
created on the topic was com-

pleted six or seven months 
after the mine closed. At the 
time, he said he was angered 
by the company abandoning 
the site. Wandering through 
the refuse, he came upon an 
lone dump truck and intrigued 
he took a photo. When he 
returned to the spot not long 
afterward the truck was gone.

"You could see these big 
scrape marks in the earth 
where they had just bulldozed 
it over into a pit and dumped 
it and I looked down in the 
pit and there was all this gar-
bage," Pamplin recalled. 
"They were just scraping it 

all into open 
holes and 
covering it 
up."

The truck 
became the 
focal point 
of a trip-
tych titled, 
Red Sky in 
M o u r n i n g , 
set against a 
stark sky of 

vivid colours illuminating a 
wasteland of garbage.

Rarely working in one 
medium, Pamplin said he does 
not shy away from incorporat-
ing found objects into his work 
– even if it means refurbishing 
an old bed pan. A piece titled 
Tailings Pond Ripples visual-
izes the workers who perished 
when miner Roger Warren 
planted an explosive device 
on a rail car killing nine men. 
They are represented by plas-
tic skeletons and sit inside the 
metal pan. Although the work 
was initially meant to com-
ment on the tragedy, it came 
to encompass many of the 
feelings Pamplin had about 
the mining operations.

"It just seemed like there's 
nothing good about the place," 
he said. "You can't see a bed 
pan without thinking about 
crap."

Perhaps his most conten-
tious Giant Mine piece is an 
installation highlighting the 
lethal amount of arsenic tri-
oxide stored beneath the city. 
When he first read the report 
stating there was 270,000 
tonnes of the toxic byprod-
uct, Pamplin said he felt an 
immense sense of fear for his 
home and friends.

"I've grown attached 
to this city, I love Yellow-
knife … and if we were 
suddenly exposed to it, that 

will kill off all my friends," 

he said seriously.
For the piece, Pamplin 

assembled a box of vials filled 
with arsenic – each container 
labeled with the name of a 
real Yellowknifer – and said 
some who saw the work were 
confused by its meaning.

"I went through the phone 

book and cut out all the 

people's names that I recog-
nized," he said. "When people 
viewed it and realized what I 
had done … they were saying 
'what do you mean having me 
in there?' – they didn't quite 
get the message that I wasn't 
threatening them, I was saying 
I'd miss (them)."

Going forward, 

Pamplin said he now has 
his eye on fracking.

"The Mackenzie Valley 
Watershed is such an enor-
mous area – obviously it's rich 
in fossil fuels but to possibly, 
eventually contaminate the 
whole region (by) disrupting 
the underground tributary 

water system … we don't 

know what the consequences 
are," he said.

"The environment is 
important, it's what our kids 
inherit, even if it's not kids, 
it's the next generation and 
the generations after that, that 
will have to deal with what we 
leave behind."

Art gives 
a voice to 
the Earth

Terry Pamplin  
doesn't shy away  

from provocative pieces
about Giant Mine

Meagan Leonard / NNSL photo

Artist Terry Pamplin displays one of the many pieces he has created in response to the environmental 
fallout of mining in the territory.

earth day 2015

by Meagan Leonard  
Northern News Services

"It just seemed 
like there's 

nothing good 
about the 

place."
Terry Pamplin
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Earth Day means many 
things to many people. For 
lawyer Paul Falvo, this year's 
Earth Day means the end of 
an era and a changing of the 
guard. Falvo was one of the 
original organizers of the city's 
Earth Day Downtown Spring 
Clean-up.

It was back in 2008 when 
Falvo, then a city council-
lor, got together with others, 
including current council-
lor Adrian Bell who owned 
Javaroma at the time. They 
came up with a plan to clean 
up litter from city streets after 
a long Yellowknife winter. 

"We were talking about 
litter and ways (to) improve 
downtown. We were always 
talking about having task 
forces or committees or stud-
ies and Adrian said, 'Look why 
don't we just stoop down and 
pick up the litter?' It was really 
that simple," said Falvo.

"We got volunteers togeth-
er. We didn't know if anybody 
would show up but a lot of 
people did.  Hundreds of vol-
unteers have picked up tons of 
garbage downtown during the 
annual cleanup."

Sandra Nielson, the spe-
cial events co-ordinator for the 
city will be organizing cleaups 
after this year's, Falvo said, 
so it's going to become a city 
project.

"I will remain involved  
in litter pickup in the city. I've 
adopted part of a street in my 
neighbourhood and in future I 
will concentrate on cleaning up 
that area," Falvo said. 

The initial cleanup back in 
2008 was held on several Wed-
nesdays in spring and summer. 
Now, the cleanup is held on the 
last two Wednesdays in April 
and the first Wednesday in 
May, he said.

"It is important because 
when the snow melts, all of 
a sudden you can see all the 
litter that has been left on the 
ground throughout the win-
ter," said Falvo. "The event 
is cost-neutral to the taxpayer. 
The clean-up tools – vests and 
gloves as well as garbage bags 
– are supplied by local busi-
nesses and Javaroma covers the 
cost of a free beverage when 
the workday is done."

Falvo has a particular issue 
with cigarette butts being 
thrown on the ground.

"Some people think that 
butts aren't litter. There are 
people out there who would 
never think of throwing a cof-
fee cup on the ground but they'll 
throw their cigarette butts on 

the ground," said Falvo. "They 
are toxic. There are chemicals 
and plastic in them. Animals 
eat them. They take a long time 
to biodegrade."

Yellowknifer asked Falvo 
what the most unusual piece of 
litter he picked up was.

"I thought it was a balloon," 
he responded. I'll leave it to 
you to figure out what it really 
was." 

Falvo has mixed feel-
ings about stepping down 
but thinks it's time for some  
new energy and feels he has 
left the program in good hands.

In an e-mail, Nielson stated 
that she has taken over job to 
organize the downtown clean-
up because she has lived and 
worked in the downtown core 
for all of her adult life and has 
taken part in the cleanup in the 
past because she has a "pas-
sion" about litter. 

"Through discussions with 
Paul Falvo and other volun-
teers last year, I learned the 
basics about the cleanup. I also 
learned that Paul was looking 
to step back from the role of 
co-ordinating this initiative. I 
suggested that I could take it 
on through my job and it went 
from there," stated Nielson. 

It is a natural fit for the city 
to assist in co-ordinating the 
event as it is public property 
that is getting cleaned, Nielson 
said. 

It should also relieve the 
bulk of the setup work for vol-
unteers who can now just focus 
on participating each week, she 
said, adding that is where their 
efforts are most needed and 
valued.

People who want to help 
can simply show up at Javaro-
ma at 5 p.m. today. They  
will be provided with the 
equipment needed and  can 
work alone or form small 
groups. The garbage bags will 
be placed the dumpster behind 
the Northwestel building. 

Paul Falvo organized the first 
eight Earth Day cleanups

Litter  
warrior  
ends reign

by John McFadden  
Northern News Services

PAUL FALVO: is stepping 
down as one of the main 
organizers of Yellowknife's 
Earth Day Downtown Litter 
Clean-up.

earth day 2015
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Visibly detached from 
Yellowknife only by a sign, 
the Yellowknives Dene com-
munity of Ndilo seems like an 
extension of the city but, really, 
it was here first. After curling 
around the community's main 
street, one reaches a blue house 
with a blue door in which Fred 
Sangris – a former chief of the 
community – lives.

Sitting at his kitchen table, 
illuminated by the 10 a.m. 
springtime sun, Sangris talks 
about harvesting wild meat 
and gardening – about challen-
ges of the past and realities of 
the present. In a way, Sangris 
speaks about the future.

Although the push toward 
"eating local" has gained 
momentum in the mainstream 
over the last several years, for 

some, this has been a way of 
life for generations.

In the two geographically 
closest communities to Yellow-
knife – Dettah and Ndilo – 
households that get half or 
more of their meat and fish 
through hunting and catching 
it themselves was 70 and 45 
per cent respectively in 2008, 
according to the most recently 
available statistics.

In Yellowknife, that figure 
is 10 per cent.

Sangris, a harvester, trap-
per and fisherman, says he gets 
about 40 per cent of his entire 
diet from what he catches him-
self.

"My friends call me Cari-
bou Dundee," he exclaims.

The 56-year-old has thick, 
black hair that sticks up in 
an uncoordinated way and 
includes the odd white strand, 

which tops a full face with 
purposeful stubble around his 
lips and on his chin. His face 
wrinkles into an occasional 
smile, revealing two front teeth 
that jut out-of-order from the 
rest. 

Sangris repeats a quote he 
once heard from an elder: "the 
land is our store." And then 
Sangris proceeds down the 
isles. 

He knows the texture of 
birch leaves in August or Sep-
tember makes them hard to 
swallow.

"But during June and July 
the leaves are just young ... cut 
them up and put 1,000 Island 
(salad dressing) on it. That's 
your food," he said.

Lily pads in some 
ponds, he says, can be 
pulled out of the water.
"A big corn-like, yellow thing 
will come right out and you 
just scrape all the rough stuff 
off ... you can smash it up, you 
can put it on the grill, you can 
cook it like bannock. That's 
food."

Born to what he calls semi-
nomadic parents, who were 
not educated in the colloquial 
sense but were raised to live 
off the land, Sangris spent his 
early years travelling and eat-
ing berries for vitamins and 
sustaining himself on a variety 
of wild meat and fish.

After a stint in residential 
school – where he says he saw 
food of many colours for the 
first time – he spent nine years 
living on the land of the Arc-
tic tundra with nine sled dogs 
before moving back to Ndilo 
in 1970.

"I wanted to wash all the 
residential school away; I didn't 
want to be part of it; I wanted 
to go back to being nomadic," 
said Sangris.

Residential schools stripped 

a generation of their culture, he 
says.

"They're not able to go on 
the land and fish and hunt and 
do all those things like their 
ancestors did – they lost that 
ability."

Eating local means meals 
based on the availability of 
food.

"It's not like Friday you 
have fish and Sunday you have 
turkey," said Sangris.

"One day it's whitefish, the 
next day it's trout, the next 
day it could be ptarmigan. 
But every day it's different 
foods, along with foods from 
the store," he said, of his diet 
today.

He and his wife Mary Rose 
Sangris supplement a lot of 
their foods with vegetables 
they buy, but are aiming to 
curb that habit. With the help 
of local gardening guru Lone 
Sorensen, they are about to 
wade into the fourth growing 
season of Ndilo's community 
garden.

'Hunt, fish, gather, grow'
Yellowknifer reached Sor-

ensen by phone early Friday on 
a sunny spring morning. Her 
voice cracked in that I-just-
woke-up sort of way.

"I'm just sitting here with 
my morning coffee and just 
adoring the plants that are 
already growing in my win-
dow," she said.

Along with Lila Erasmus, 
Sorensen, through her busi-
ness called Northern Roots 
helped start Ndilo's commun-
ity garden. Over the last three 
years she has watched more 
than 20 adults learn, or hone 
their skills at, growing pota-
toes, peas, beats, cabbages and 
much more.

The community garden is 
about enhancing innate skills, 

says Sorensen.
"Many people see this has 

the potential to be the antidote 
to solve our problems. The 
antidote to re-localizing the 
economy," she said.

The project, she says, is 
about weaving indigenous 

teachings with practical gar-
dening skills. It's about com-
bining ancient gathering prac-
tices with more modern grow-
ing techniques. It's both a skill 
and a lifestyle.

"I love this: hunt, fish, gath-
er, grow," said Sorensen.

Before local was a trend
'Caribou Dundee' talks traditional ways,  

community garden in Ndilo 

Erin Steele/NNSL photo

Former Ndilo chief Fred Sangris is a hunter, 
trapper and fisherman in his community. Over 
the last two years, he has also become a gar-
dener, because he believes in the importance of 
independence and food security.

photo courtesy of Lone Sorensen

Mary Rose Sangris is excited about the vegetables 
Ndilo's community garden has produced the past 
three seasons.

by Erin Steele  
Northern News Services
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The political sphere in 
North America was buzzing 
in 1970 as a generation of 
passionate youth took to the 
streets to champion civil rights, 
feminism and ending the war 
in Vietnam. 

While remembered for their 
controversy, the decades fol-
lowing the Second World War 
were also a time of decadence 
and prosperity – characterized 
by smog-producing factories 
and gas guzzling sedans. It 
could not last forever. Laziness 

and general disinterest in the 
environmental implications of 
human activity led to large 
oil spills, toxic dumping and 
loss of wilderness. Suddenly a 
new movement began to take 
shape and environmentalism 
was born. The energy and pas-
sion that had fuelled war pro-
tests was channeled toward a 
new goal – small groups joined 
together and the first Earth Day 
was held in the United States 
on April 22, 1970. Twenty mil-
lion Americans took to the 
streets hosting rallies and dem-
onstrations coast to coast. By 

1990, Earth Day had made it 
to the global stage. It was cele-
brated by 200 million people 
in 141 countries and became 
the largest civic event in the 
world. Today the issues are dif-
ferent, but the cause is no less 
relevant and there are many 
for Yellowknifers ways to get 
involved with activities run-
ning all week long.

Fish fry
Ecology North is celebrat-

ing all week long with fun for 
the whole family. Choose local 
on April 22 with a fish fry in 
front of the post office from 
noon until 1 p.m.

Litter pickup
As the snow starts to melt, 

treasures left behind over the 
last few months start to resur-
face. The city, in conjunction 
with Ecology North is looking 
for volunteers to participate in 
a street cleanup. Interested par-
ticipants are invited to meet at 
Javaroma at 5 p.m. where sup-
plies and a free beverage will 
be provided. 

Groups will then disperse 
and cover a street or alley, 
returning the collected refuse 
to dumpsters behind the North-
westel building.

Cache in, trash out
Geocachers and members 

of the public are invited to the 
dumping grounds off Deh Cho 

Boulevard for a spring cleanup 
on Saturday. 

The event will involve litter 
collection, removal of invasive 
species, re-vegetation and trail 
improvement.

Bike tune-up
Temperatures continue to 

climb so many residents will 
be trading boots for sneak-
ers and hitting the pavement 
– hopefully on two wheels 
instead of four. Bring your bike 
to Somba K'e Park from 5 to 7 
p.m. for a tune up.

Thursday also has a num-
ber of activities to get resi-
dents out of the house. Meet 
Stephanie Yuill in front of the 
post office at noon and take 
a walk around town as she 
chats about the lighter side of 
the environmental movement 
or enjoy a tour of the new 
compost facility with specialist 
Jade Cambron. 

Meet at the main office at 
the solid waste facility at 4 
p.m. to see where organics go 
and how they are used. Later in 
the evening, those interested in 
making their home or business 
more energy efficient might 
want to stop by the Solar Panel 
Q&A at the museum. 

Starting at 7 p.m. guests 
from the Council of Canadians 
and Arctic Energy Alliance 
will answer questions the 
public may have.

Earth Day celebrated in Yellowknife
Variety of events to take place April 22

NNSL file photo

The wide variety of activities happening this week 
in Yellowknife makes it easy for anyone to get 
involved this Earth Day.

by Meagan Leonard 
Northern News Services
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Sissons students enjoy nature

J. H. Sissons School stu-
dents were out enjoying 
nature through various activ-
ities at the Yellowknife Ski 
Club for the school's Camp 
de Neige between April 8 
and 15. 

Besides giving the stu-

dents experience speaking 
French outside the school set-
ting, the camp allowed them 
to take part in a range of fun 
things such as snowshoeing, 
cross-country skiing, Dene 
games, making bannock over 
a fire pit and playing a version 
of hide and seek in the forest.

Northern News Services

OUTDOORS
Feature

by Shane Magee

Wyatt Cameron, 7, skis near the Yellowknife Ski 
Club building.

Inais Jackson-Grau, 7, right, leads a group of stu-
dents on a trail through the woods at the Yellow-
knife Ski Club beside teacher Alexandre Richard. 

Simon Fox, 7, pauses for 
a photo while putting on 
snowshoes. 

A dusting of snow gave these three students the chance to make snow angels. Among them are Maxine 
Volstad, 6, left, Kara Nelson, 6, and Ava Nystrom, 8. 
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Climate change is the 
buzzword of the decade, but 
a lesser-known result of a 
warming planet was the theme 
behind a lecture delivered by 
an Aurora College researcher 
on April 13. Archaeologist 
Max Friesen told a crowd of 
around 50 people gathered at 
the Prince of Wales Northern 
Heritage Centre that global 
warming is causing a "par-
ticularly horrifying" loss of 
history in the North. 

Friesen said delivering his 
case to people in the city is the 
first step to increasing public 
awareness of the problem. 

"The most basic thing is 
to get the information back 
to the North," he said. "To 
kind of raise awareness. I 
know people are very aware 
of global warming, but not 
everybody is aware of the 
impacts of global warming. 
And so the more awareness 
there is ... the more pressure 
there will be on governments 
and funding agencies to do 
something about it.  It's caus-
ing an enormous threat and 
destruction to history and 
the archaeological record. 
Regional archaeologists and 
governments are becoming 
more and more aware of this 
as time goes by." 

Thawing permafrost and 
melting snow means objects 
that have been preserved for 
thousands of years will be 
destroyed by the elements, 
Friesen said. The active layer 
of permafrost – the top por-
tion that thaws during the 
summer months – is growing 
deeper every year. 

"Some of these sites that 
have been pristine for mil-
lenia are exposing beautifully 

preserved artifacts," he said. 
Receding sea ice and 

permafrost bring greater 
human activity in the forms 
of mining and tourism, said 
Friesen. Greater human pres-
ence and industry subsequent-
ly threaten historical material, 
as it becomes more exposed 
and disturbed. 

Sea levels are projected to 
continue rising and warmer 
temperatures bring stormier 
weather, Friesen said, which 
all means greater erosion of 
coastlines. Since the Inuvialu-
it set their cruciform homes 
– named for their cross-like 
shape – close to the sea, a loss 
of an average of one metre of 
coastline per year is poten-
tially disastrous for Northern 
archaeology. 

"This may seem obvious, 
but it is worth saying why we 
should put time and effort into 
it," he said. "The archaeologic-
al record holds an irreplace-
able record of history." 

Friesen showed slides dem-
onstrating how the sea is claw-
ing away coastlines around 
the North. He said, during 
large storms, the ground can 
erode up to 15 metres back 
from the original coastline. 

Both Inuvialuit and Dene 
cultures depend on archaeol-
ogy to draw links to their 
historical lands, said Friesen, 
and archaeological sites are 
havens for biological history, 
as well. 

"On archaeological sites, 
we have a large number of 
animal bones, insect remains 
... and other things like that, 
which aren't necessarily avail-
able anywhere else," he said. 
"If you are looking for caribou 
remains out on the tundra, 
it's just going to decompose 
and fall apart, but if you have 

caribou brought back to an 
archaeological site, the mat-
ter is going to build up and 
the caribou bones are actually 
going to be preserved. We can 
actually use archaeological 
remains to reconstruct eco-
systems and other aspects of 
biology, so it's another reason 
why it's really worth saving."

Rosaline Scott, a conserv-
ator working at the museum, 
said melting permafrost is 
exposing the prehistoric 
objects she works to restore. 
Scott has been prepar-
ing the remains of a nearly 
14,000-year-old steppe bison 
– a huge mammal from the 
Pleistocene era – found erod-
ing out of a riverbank in 
Tsiigehtchic in 2007. Scott – 
who has also worked with 
Friesen's team on archaeo-
logical digs in the thawing 
North – said climate change 
threatens finds like the steppe 
bison which quickly degrade 
once they're exposed and 
thawed. 

The bison was mummified 
in it's entirety because it was 
buried so deeply within the 
permafrost, she said, but if it 
hadn't been properly preserved 
once it began to appear out of 
the ground, the rare materials 
– hair, skin and bones – would 
have been destroyed. Another 
artifact she's working on for 
display at the museum – an 
ice age mammoth tusk found 
near Paulatuk – illustrates the 
kind of damage caused by 
exposure. The tusk was bur-
ied in permafrost but the tip 
of it was sticking out of the 
ground, she said.  

The end has turned grey, 
cracked, and isn't as useful 
for researchers as the rest of 
the ancient ivory which was 
preserved underground.

Researchers hope to raise awareness  
of danger to ancient artifacts

History feared lost 
by climate change

Evan Kiyoshi French/NNSL photo 

These Inuvialuit food platters, held by Prince of Wales Northern Heritage 
Centre conservator Rosalie Scott, were found at a site near Kuukpak where 
erosion threatened to destroy archaeological artifacts hidden in a cruciform 
home built near the sea.

by Evan Kiyoshi French 
Northern News Services
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Community gardens are 
growing in numbers across 
the city, from the initial site 
in Kam Lake, to a sixth site 
opened last season in Niven.

"There are 239 spots 
available this year; that's an 
increase of 25 spots from last 
year and 50 spots from the 
year before," said David Tay-
lor, Yellowknife Commun-
ity Garden Collective board 
member.

Of those available spots, 
fellow board member Jen-
nifer Broadbridge said 210 
allotments have already been 
claimed.

When the collective start-
ed up in 1995, neither Taylor 
or Broadbridge were mem-
bers, but they said the group 
grew out of an interest in 
gardening, despite the con-
strictions of small properties 
and a lack of access to garden 
space. 

"There were enough 
people who had the idea that 
they'd like to have garden 
spots but they didn't have the 
property," says Taylor.

The concept has certain-
ly gained momentum and 
Broadbridge said many gar-
deners return each year. 

This year, she said  
140 people will reclaim 
their spots – garden space 
is assigned on a first-come-
first-serve basis but if they 
apply on time, gardeners are 
generally able to return to the 
same spot.

The plots are used for food 
gardens, said Broadbridge, 
and an important part of the 
program is giving back to the 
community.

The garden on the Wel-
edeh Catholic School site 
shares a quarter of its gar-
den plots with the students.  
The collective members col-
laborate with the school on 
the garden, helping the stu-
dents care for their plots, said 
Taylor – particularly once 
school is out for the summer 
and students are no longer 
on site.

"At the other sites, garden-
ing members are required to 
take a quarter of their plot 
and donate the harvest to a 
local charity," said Broad-
bridge.

Last year, the collective 
handed over 1,236 pounds 
of locally grown produce – 
predominantly greens – to 
charities including the Sal-
vation Army, the Centre for 
Northern Families and the 

YK Food Bank. That works 
out to 268 bags of food, said 
Broadbridge.

As well as sharing their 
yield, the collective also 
focuses on doling out know-
ledge of urban food har-
vesting in the city.

"We offer educational pro-
grams because we do have a 
lot of new gardeners," said 
Taylor.

Even experienced garden-
ers need a helping hand – or 
green thumb – sometimes, 
Broadbridge said, to help 
them navigate the local cli-
mate and terrain.

"I grew vegetables in 
Ontario and Newfoundland 
and I still depended on locals 
to tell me what I could grow 
here," said Broadbridge.

Taylor says there is a focus 
on educating the novice gar-
deners because they are the 
people with the most to learn, 
who will see the greatest 
improvement, and if success-
ful could continue growing 
their own food garden.

"It's important for people 
to know where their food 
comes from," said Taylor.

"Having a garden of your 
own and attempting to grow 
food yourself, you can much 
better appreciate that."

No yard, no problem
Community gardens allow  

apartment dwellers and the  
outdoor space-deficient to dig in

What grows in the Northern climate was one of the things Jennifer Broad-
bridge, Yellowknife Community Garden Collective board member, says she had 
to learn when she moved to town.

by Elaine Anselmi  
Northern News Services

photos courtesy of Jenn Broadbridge/Swift Sparrow Photography

David Taylor, Yellowknife Community Garden Collective board member, tends 
to his garden this past season.
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For Lux Thompson, the light at the 
end of the recycling tunnel isn't ice 
cream, it's animals.

"We're helping the environment 
and making sure the earth stays safe 
so the animals don't get hurt," said 
Thompson, a Grade 4 student at N.J. 
Macpherson School.

She's part of a 60-person strong 
"green team" at the school that col-
lects recycling and compost, organ-
izes it and cleans the buckets after.

Students often sacrifice their lunch 
hours to run the recycling program, 
which has been in place for six years. 

Earlier this year, they took a trip to 
the city's dump, which was when they 
decided to start composting as well.

"Saving the earth from dirtiness" 
is the goal, explained Grade 3 student 
Amna Idris.

She had lots of ideas for alternative 
uses for recycling and garbage.

"You can put googly eyes on a 
cereal box and make a cereal face out 
of it," said Idris. "Then you can have a 
juice box as its friend."

She and her friends came up with a 
new slogan on the spot: "We do it for 
the earth, not the ice cream."

For fourth-grader Ava Mailloux, 
Earth Day isn't only about doing your 
part to help the environment, but also 
sometimes stepping in when others 
don't.

"Earth Day is when you pick up 

stuff that people throw on the streets," 
said Mailloux.

Grade 3 student Rianna Brownlee 
said she enjoys the school's recycling 
program.

"It helps the environment," she 
said while sorting recycling bins.

Students at N.J. Macpherson do 
more than just sort juice boxes. They 
make art out of recycling. 

Teacher Kim McKnight showed 
off a snack pouch made with old juice 
containers and a colourful bottle cap 
mural on the wall.

The school's healthy food program 
has presented students another oppor-
tunity for art: grocery store trays that 
carry fruit. 

McKnight is currently trying to 
come up with a project to make use of 
the non-recyclable containers.

Showing the full cycle of reuse, 
students are using compost to fertilize 
their school garden this year.

"It's so important, especially for 
the younger kids," said McKnight 
about teaching recycling.

Asking if they liked recycling 
spurred an enthusiastic, "Yes!" from 
the students.

"They've worked really hard 
throughout the year," McKnight said 
proudly.

"We thought we should reward 
them on Earth Day, so we're going to 
do a big ice cream party for them."

– see more photos 
on the next page

Students recycle for ice cream
 Saving the animals  

one juice box at a time
by Stewart Burnett  

Northern News Services

Stewart Burnett/NNSL photos

Grade 4 student Lux Thompson is on a mission to save the world's animals. She does her part 
by recycling at N.J. Macpherson School.

Grade 3 student Amna Idris shows her ninja recyc-
ling skills.
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Logan Cairns crushes a can for Earth Day. 

N.J. Macpherson "green team" students including Chelsea Rowsell, left, Kali Skauge, Amna Idris, Logan 
Cairns, Lily Lloyd and Shawn Dragon take a break.

Stewart Burnett/NNSL photos

Shawn Dragon is glad to be wearing gloves as he 
inspects some leftover bits of juice.

Lux Thompson, Rianna 
Brownlee and Ava 
Mailloux are busy sorting 
recycling.

Rianna Brownlee, Lux Thompson and Ava Mail-
loux sort recycling at lunch.

Continued from, page 10 


